
 

 
P.O. Box 1000 Berwick ME 03901 

 
General Meeting - Finalize Scheduling/Bylaw Meeting 

Date: Tuesday, June 18 2019 
Location: Ramada Conference Center, Saco ME 
Presiding: President, Dana Whitney (York) 

 
ORGANIZATIONS IN ATTENDANCE 

● All teams in attendance 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:08p 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Oxford Hills has submitted their official application.  No questions from SMYFL.  
Motion:  Admit the Oxford Hills program into SMYFL with Grade 7 / 8 grade team - Sanford 
Second by Noble -  All in favor 

 
2. Coaches Code of Ethics 

a. Biddeford’s Athletic Director spoke to the assembled team regarding the incident that 
happened during the playoffs in 2018.  Voiced concern that they had dealt with the 
issue internally via the school, but that SMYFL was placing them on probation. 
Discussion. Per the process, the previously stated probation status was reduced to 
Biddeford being notified that there was an infraction of the CCoE, and that should there 
be further violations by the coaches in 2019, further actions would be made 

b. The updated CCoE is now available for teams to download.  The issue with the 
Gentlemen’s Rule point totals having the incorrect score limits have been corrected to 
match the values in the bylaws.  Latest version of the CCoE is now available on the 
SMYFL website, under LEAGUE/LINKS. 

c. All  coaches, not just head coaches, for each SMYFL team must sign a CCoE and have it 
submitted to President Dana Whitney before the first date of practice.  CCoEs must also 
be signed by a board member of the organization or the AD if school affiliated. 
 

3. Bylaw additions 
a. Sphere of Influence for new teams - All teams were in agreement on these definitions 

i. Auburn  - Any student whose permanent physical residence is within the defined 
towns of Auburn, ME, Poland, ME, Minot, Me, or Mechanic Falls, ME; or attends 
Auburn Middle School 

ii. Bangor  - Any student whose permanent physical residence is within the defined 
towns of Bangor, ME, Glenburn, ME, Levant, ME, Carmel, ME, or Kenduskeag, 
ME; or attends school in any of the schools in Bangor. 

iii. Brunswick Area Youth Football League  - Any student whose permanent 
physical residence is within the defined towns of Brunswick, ME or Topsham, ME; 
or attends school in Brunswick or Topsham 

 



iv. Lewiston  - Any student whose permanent physical residence is in the town of 
Lewiston, ME; or attends Lewiston Middle School 

v. Oxford Hills  - Any student whose permanent physical residence is a town 
serviced by the Oxford Hills school district (MSAD 17), ME; or attends Oxford 
Hills schools. 

vi. Somersworth  - Any student whose permanent physical residence is 
Somersworth, NH; or attends Somersworth schools (SAU 56) 

b. Dana Whitney (President) will update the official copy of the bylaws. 
4. Scales 

a. Scales for organizations that are adding Pee Wee/Mite teams this year will receive their 
scales at the jamboree 

5. Schedules 
a. Atlantic schedule accepted 
b. Mountain schedule accepted with the caveat that Kennebunk’s Sea Road field 

availability is still in question.  Westbrook at Biddeford will on Week 5 will be played at 
Westbrook due to field availability 

c. Pee Wee schedule accepted 
d. Mite schedule accepted 
e. Tike schedule accepted with a 6 game schedule 

6. Goal post at Westbrook 
a. The field that Westbrook Middle School will play on this year has only one goal post. 

Discussed, and if a team wishes to attempt a kick (extra point or field goal), teams will 
use the goal post at the end of the field that has a goal post.  No concerns were voiced. 

7. Playoffs 
a. Atlantic Division will use an 8 team playoff bracket.  

Motion:  Saco, seconded by Sanford.  All in favor 
b. Suggestion to be discussed for 2020 is for Mountain to have an 8 game schedule, and 

use an 8 team playoff bracket 
8. NFHS rulebooks 

a. Each organization was given a NFHS rulebook, except Noble and Wells as we were two 
books short.  Biddeford also needs a copy for PW/Mites.   Shaun Buswell (Treasurer) will 
order those 3 books. 

b. Discussion:  Jeremy Drobish (Marshwood) reported that Pete Fontaine offered us a 
choice on whether to use the new 40 second play clock, or stay with the 25 second play 
clock. 
Motion:  Use the 25 second play clock - Falmouth, seconded by Biddeford.   All in favor 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Submitting rosters 
a. Same process as past years.  SMYFL reps will receive a link to their team(s) google 

spreadsheet to enter roster data.  Data entered here is used for both eligibility verification 
and for the publicly posted rosters available on the SMYFL website. 

b. Organizations should keep access to their page as restricted as possible, whereas played 
birth dates are included. 

c. Once roster data is complete/updated for any team, send an email to  rosters@smyfl.com  to 
notify league that data is ready to be reviewed. 

2. Submitting weekly middle school scores 

 

mailto:rosters@smyfl.com


a. Home team is responsible for reporting both the A and B scores to SMYFL as soon as 
possible after the games are complete. 

b. Send scores via email to  scores@smyfl.com  , text Dana Whitney (President) at 
207-703-8555, or as a last option call Dana and leave a message. 

c. Scores when submitted should have info specified as follows, so there is no question which 
scores go with which game, or which team: 
 
A game: Patriots 31 Dolphins 0 
B game: Patriots 24 Dolphins 13 
 

3. Jamboree Rotation 
a. Bylaws will be updated to include the new teams in the rotation, added between Sanford 

who hosted last year, and MArshwood who is hosting this year 
i. Gorham 
ii. Westbrook 
iii. York 
iv. Noble 
v. Wells 

vi. Sanford 
vii. Bangor 
viii. Biddeford 
ix. Saco 
x. Marshwood 
xi. Kennebunk 
xii. Massabesic 

b. Dana Whitney (President) will update the official bylaws 
c. In 2017 Sanford was unable to host, and Massabesic was the first team in the rotation able 

to host in 2017, so when the rotation reaches them again, they have already hosted and will 
be skipped 

d. Previous hosts by year: 
i. 2011 - Marshwood 
ii. 2012 - Kennebunk 
iii. 2013 - Gorham 
iv. 2014 - Noble 
v. 2015 - Wells 

vi. 2016 - York 
vii. 2017 - Massabesic 
viii. 2018 - Sanford 
ix. 2019 - Marshwood 

4. Pee Wee / Mite bylaws 
a. In 2018, it was voted to add rules about how kickoffs and punts were to be handled, with 

declared “punts” resulting in the ball being moved 35 yards.  Kickoffs would be eliminated, 
with teams taking possession at the 40 yard line.  These changes were not recorded in the 
most recent published bylaws, and must be added.   Dana Whitney (President) will do this . 
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b. In 2018, it was voted that blitzing would not be allowed in any Pee Wee or Mite game. 
Most recent published bylaws still say that blitzing is allowed in the ‘A’ game for Pee Wee. 
This must be removed.   Dana Whitney (President) will do this . 

c. Motion : Strike all text from the bylaws pertaining to punting and kickoffs, other than text 
about ball placement after a declared punt and change of possession when there would 
have been a kickoff - Marshwood, seconded by Sanford.   All in favor 

5. Tike game rules 
a. Sub-committee report: The sub-committee presented a formal list of rules to govern play for 

grades 1 and 2.  The four teams who have a Tike program all agreed to play by the rules as 
presented. 

6. Pee Wee / Mite Jamborees 
a. Jeremy Drobish (Marshwood) presented the initial weigh-in and game schedules for the 

jamborees. 
b. Location of the jamborees will be Marshwood Middle School, Mites in the morning, Pee 

Wee in the afternoon. 
c. Due to the number of teams at Pee Wee and Mite levels, and time limitations of fitting both 

jamborees in on the same day, each team will play only one game 
d. Game format will have A squads each play 10 minutes of offense, then 10 minutes of 

defense, with running time.  The B squads will follow playing 10 minutes of offense and 10 
minutes of defense. 

e. Parking will be a challenge, so carpooling is strongly recommended.  Parking space for 350 
cars will be available at the school and in a nearby field that can be used.  Transportation 
from the parking field to the gate will be provided for those who need it 

f. Jamboree T-shirts will be available for teams to order via an online site.  
7. Pee Wee / Mite Head Coaches Meeting 

a. With the high turnover of coaches at these levels, SMYFL has a mandatory coaches 
meeting for Pee Wee and Mite head coaches to review rules, talk about jamboree details, 
answer questions, etc.  This meeting is to be held the week before the first day of 
conditioning week. 

b. Tike coaches will be included in this meeting this year. 
c. Assistant coaches may also attend, but this meeting is specifically to get the head coaches 

together so they know each other, and hopefully communicate better together. 
d. Meeting will be run by Jeremy Drobish (SMYFL VP) . 
e. Date was set to be  Thursday, August 1 .  Location to be determined and communicated 

out to teams ASAP. 
 
Adjourned 9:29pm 

 


